S.A.N.Q.L.D.’s 2008 Vacation to Africa – Pictures Summary Document

South Africa (Durban; Zulu Village; Kruger; and Johannesburg) – Series 1 of 5




November 29, 2008 to December 4, 2008 [Day 1 through Day 6]  500 Photos
***   Durban:  Pictures taken while flying into Durban and from the 2 hour drive from Durban to the Mfule River Valley in the sheltering embrace of a high cliff of Simunye.

***   Simunye Zulu Village:  Pictures taken on the ox-wagon trip while going down to the Zulu Village; pictures of the Protea Hotel Simunye Zulu Lodge; and pictures of the Zulu Tribe dancing spellbound round the fire while their rhythmic drumbeats fill the night.

***   Kruger-Mpumalanga - Sabi Sand Private Game Reserve:  Pictures from 1 Evening Private Game Drive; 1 Morning Private Interactive Bush Walk with an Armed Ranger; 2 Morning Game Drives; and 2 Afternoon Game Drives to see the Big 5 (Lion, Leopard, Elephant, Rhino and Buffalo)… and much more.

***   Johannesburg:  Pictures from the top of The Carlton Centre which is the tallest building in Africa.  It really pourned / rained hard that night in Johannesburg, but I had lots of fun nonetheless.
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View Slide Show (CTRL + Click on Link or Copy and Paste Link):   
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South Africa (Pretoria to Cape Town) – Series 2 of 5





December 5, 2008 to December 6, 2008 [Day 7 through Day 8]  405 Photos
***   Pretoria:  Pictures taken from the early morning drive from Johannesburg to Pretoria – Pretoria Train Station.

***   Blue Train Ride:  Pictures taken during overnight journey in the Blue Train Deluxe Suite traveling from the Pretoria Train Station to Cape Town.   Includes pictures taken from a stop at the Kimberley Station.  Note:  The route between Pretoria and Cape Town is a 27-hour journey of 1,600 kilometres (994 miles), through some of the most diverse and spectacular scenery offered by the African sub-continent.
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South Africa (Cape Town; Gansbaai Harbour; and Dyer Island) – Series 3 of 5
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December 6, 2008 to December 7, 2008 [Day 8]  440 Photos
***   V&A Waterfront:  Pictures taken at the Manhattan Café Restaurant…  I felt right at home on the V&A Waterfront. ☺
***   Gansbaai Harbour:  Pictures taken on 2 hour drive from Cape Town to and from Gansbaai Harbour.

***   Shark Diving Excursion near Dyer Island:  Pictures taken on boat and underwater (used an underwater camera I purchased there).  

***   Signal Hill:  Pictures taken from a scenic drive to the spectacular Signal Hill view site above Cape Town.

***   City Tour / Castle of Good Hope:  Pictures taken during City Tour and at the Castle of Good Hope.  Note: Cape Town The city is dominated by a towering, table-shaped mountain, set on a peninsula of soaring, rocky heights and lush valleys, where two oceans converge: Indian Ocean and Atlantic Ocean.

***   The Commodore Hotel:  Pictures taken at The Commodore Hotel from both of the 2 balconies with a view of the ocean and of Table Mountain.
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South Africa (Cape Town and Seal Island) – Series 4 of 5









December 7, 2008 to December 8, 2008 [Day 9]  445 Photos
***   Table Mountain:  Pictures taken at the bottom and on top of Table Mountain.  Excellent views / pictures of Cape Town, Signal Hill, Table Bay, and Robben Island.

***   False Bay - Seal Island:  Pictures taken from Boat Ride to Seal Island.  Note:  Seal Island is a small land mass located about 5.7 km off the northern beaches of False Bay, near Cape Town, in South Africa. The island is so named because of the number of Cape Fur Seals that occupy it.  The number of Seals at times can exceed over 60,000 Seals.
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South Africa (Boulders Beach; Cape Peninsula; and Pretoria) – Series 5 of 5
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December 8, 2008 to December 9, 2008 [Day 10 through Day 11]  335 Photos
***   Boulders Beach - Penguins:  Pictures taken at Boulders Beach of the Penguins.  Note: Boulders Beach is a sheltered beach made up of inlets between granite boulders, from which the name originated. It is located in the Cape Peninsula, near Simon's Town towards Cape Point, near Cape Town in the Western Cape province of South Africa.  It is a popular tourist stop because of a colony of African Penguins which settled there in 1982. 

***   Cape Peninsula:  Pictures taken from Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve of Cape Point.  Includes pictures of the scenic Atlantic Coastline while traveling through Constantia Neck; Hout Bay, Llandudno, Camps Bay, and Sea Point.

***   Pretoria:  Pictures taken from an added personal tour of Pretoria.  Note:  Pretoria is a city located in the northern part of Gauteng Province, South Africa. It is one of the country's three capital cities, serving as the executive (administrative) and de facto national capital; the others are Cape Town, the legislative capital, and Bloemfontein, the judicial capital.
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Zambia and Zimbabwe – Series 1 of 2








December 10, 2008 [Day 12]  330 Photos
***   David Livingstone Safari Lodge:  Pictures taken inside the lobby, the pool, the property (which included animals roaming around), inside the lodge room, and the view looking over the banks of the mighty Zambezi River.

***   Guided Tour of Victoria Falls:  Pictures taken during the walking tour of the falls and its vast curtains of water spilling down into the narrow gorge.  The guided tour included many views of the falls from several different vantage points, each offering a more spectacular photo opportunity than the last.  This spectacular waterfall is considered one of the natural wonders of the world.
***   Elephant Back Safari:  Pictures from the Woodlands Estate while riding on and later interacting with the largest animal in Africa.  Pictures were taken of the wilderness areas, beautiful riverine scenery, and of other wild animals common to the area, and a wide variety of bird species. 
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Zambia and Zimbabwe – Series 2 of 2




 HYPERLINK "http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=sanqld&target=ALBUM&id=5285407379343037713&authkey=64A_AexT-xw&feat=email&mode=SLIDESHOW" 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://lh3.ggpht.com/_--wS8OEboOY/SVmKAhr4VRE/AAAAAAAAUX8/eLpbDOL3QjU/s144-c/SANQLDS2008VacationToAfricaZambiaAndZimbabweSeries2Of2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image17.jpg]





 HYPERLINK "http://picasaweb.google.com/sanqld/SANQLDS2008VacationToAfricaSouthAfricaSeries3Of5" 
[image: image18.png]




December 11, 2008 [Day 13]  415 Photos
***   Helicopter Ride – “Flight of Angels”:  Pictures from the thrilling 30-minute helicopter ride over Victoria Falls and the Mosi-Au-Tunya National Park.  The helicopter, flying lower than a conventional, fixed-wing aircraft, flew a complete circuit over the Falls in both directions, giving the best birds eye views of the falls, its many gorges, the many animals on the ground, and awesome views of the Zambezi river upstream.

***   Sunset Cruise on the “Lady Livingstone” Boat:  Pictures taken of the stunning sunset while aboard the 'Lady Livingstone' headed upstream on the Zambezi River.  The Lady Livingstone is a 144 seater river cruiser comprising of 3 decks and 2 open bars.  There were only 4 passangers and a full service crew on the boat that night… so we got treated like royalty.  These pictures include the sunset and pictures of the beautiful moon that night over the river.
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Ethiopia (Addis Ababa) – Series 1 of 5








December 12, 2008 to December 14, 2008 and Dec. 20, 2008 [Day 14 thru Day 16 & Day 21]  150 Photos
***   O. R. Tambo International Airport:  Pictures from Ethiopian Airlines Terminal at O. R. Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg; inside plane; and of Addis Ababa while landing.
***   Sheraton Hotel:  Pictures from room at Sheraton Hotel and from the roof top of the sun set.

***   Addis Ababa Downtown:  Pictures taken from downtown Addis Ababa during my birthday celebration.

***   Addis Ababa City Tour:  Pictures taken from atop Mount Entoto, which overlooks Addis Ababa; the National Archaeological Museum, which houses the remains of “Lucy” a 3.6-million-year-old skeleton that is said to be some of the oldest human remains ever discovered; Addis Ababa University; and Merkato, which is the commercial nerve center of Addis Ababa and the largest open-air market in Africa.
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Ethiopia (Bahar Dar) – Series 2 of 5




 HYPERLINK "http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=sanqld&target=ALBUM&id=5287136861724936929&authkey=uBbJozOJkqs&feat=email&mode=SLIDESHOW" 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://lh6.ggpht.com/_--wS8OEboOY/SV-u9pn9CuE/AAAAAAAAVW8/zY3ELAg6lu4/s144-c/SANQLDS2008VacationToAfricaEthiopiaSeries2Of5.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image23.jpg]





 HYPERLINK "http://picasaweb.google.com/sanqld/SANQLDS2008VacationToAfricaSouthAfricaSeries3Of5" 
[image: image24.png]




December 15, 2008 [Day 17]  285 Photos
***   Bahar Dar:  Pictures from airplane landing in Bahar Dar, the Summerland Hotel room, and of downtown Bahar Dar.

***   Lake Tana:  Pictures from Boat Cruise on Lake Tana with photos of The Islands of Lake Tana.

***   Ura Kidane Mihret Monastery:  Pictures from island on Lake Tana which includes the 13th century monastery Ura Kidane Mihret which is still in use today. 

***   Gabriel Kibran's Monastery:  Pictures from island on Lake Tana which contains Gabriel Kibran's Monastery (where only Men are allowed) which includes a collection of 800+ year old religious texts (written and illustrated on goat skins).
***   Blue Nile Falls:  Pictures taken on journey to/from and of the Blue Niles Falls which is named “Tis Issat” in the Amharic language, which descriptively translates as “Smoke of Fire”.
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Ethiopia (Gondar) – Series 3 of 5









December 16, 2008 [Day 18]  225 Photos
***   Drive to Gondar:  Pictures from the drive from Bahar Dar to the city of Gondar, known as the “Camelot of Africa”. Gondor was the capital of Ethiopia from the rise of Fasilades to the fall of Tewodros (1855-68), which is reflected in the many castles and palaces in the city.  
***   GOHA Hotel:  Pictures from inside the room and outside of the Hotel and of its beautiful views over the city.
***   Gondar City Tour:  Pictures of visits to the castles and churches built by King Fassiladas and his descendants:  The two-storied Palace of Emperor Fasiladas; the Palace of Fasiladas’ son, Emperor Yohannes I (1667-1682); the Palace of Yohannes’ son, Emperor Iyasu I (1682-1706); the large hall of Emperor Dawit II (1716-1721); the banqueting hall of Emperor Bakaffa (1722-1730) and the palace of his Empress: Mentewab.  
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Ethiopia (Lalibela) – Series 4 of 5
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December 17, 2008 [Day 19]  385 Photos
*** Lalibela: Pictures from airplane flying over from Gondar to Lalibela and pictures from the van ride from the airport to downtown Lalibela.

*** 11 Medieval Churches: Pictures taken on the tour of 11 medieval, monolithic cave churches also known as the “New Jerusalem”. These rock-hewn churches, were built between AD 800 and 1200 and are still active worship places. These churches are situated in a mountainous region in the heart of Ethiopia near a traditional village with circular-shaped dwellings. Lalibela is a very high place of Ethiopian Christianity, pilgrimage, and devotion. The legend says that this sacred complex was completed in either 24 years, or 24 hours with the help of angels who worked at night. In all probability it must have taken hundreds of years to create such an immense series of interconnecting structures.

*** City of Lalibela:  Pictures of downtown Lalibela, the locals, and of the sun set.
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Ethiopia (Axum / Aksum) – Series 5 of 5









December 18, 2008 [Day 20]  315 Photos
***   Axum:  Pictures taken on airplane flying over from Lalibela to Axum.  Axum is Ethiopia’s oldest city dates back some 2,000 years when it was the hub of the Axumite Empire. The Queen of Sheba made it her capital 1000 years before Christ. 
***   YEHA Hotel:  Pictures taken from the room inside and area outside the YEHA Hotel.

***   Ezana Garden:  Pictures of the Ezana inscription at the Ezana Garden.

***   Stelae / Obelisks and Axum Museum:  Pictures of the stelae, or obelisks, which are a few of the largest single pieces of standing stone anywhere in the world and inside the tomb of King Remhay (1st to 4th Century, AD)

***   Palace ruins of the Queen of Sheba / Dungur Palace:  Dungur is known locally and popularly as the Palace of the Queen of Sheba.
***   King Kaleb’s and King Gabra Masqal’s Twin Tombs:  Pictures of 2 Aksumite Kings of the 6th Century AD.

***   St. Mary’s Church of Zion (Old and New):  Pictures of the sanctuary Chapel (outside) which is the repository of the ‘Ark of Covenant’ and inside pictures of the new church and me touching a 17th-century manuscript in the new church.

***   YEHA Hotel Mountain:  Pictures from a top of the mountain behind the YEHA Hotel overlooking the entire city.
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Senegal (Dakar) – Series 1 of 2








December 20, 2008 – December 21 [Day 22 and Day 23]  300 Photos
***   Airplane:  Picture taken from plane flying from South Africa to Senegal.
***   Le Meridien President Hotel:  Pictures from inside the room and from the balcony and more pictures from within the hotel property near the ocean.

***   Lebou Tribe UN Diplomats:  Pictures with El Hadji Sangone - Lebou Tribes Leader.
***   Dakar City Tour:  Pictures of the Le Phare Des Mamelles Lighthouse (1864); Historical Museum of African Arts - IFAN (l'Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire); Anse-Bernard Beach and other Beaches; Downtown Dakar; The Senegal White House / President of Senegal’s House; the Chamber of Commerce, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Millennium Door; The Sandaga Market which is the vastest gathering of tailors, tradesmen and salesmen of shoes, the Soumbdioune Market which is full of hundreds of craftsmen - basket makers, sculptors, jewelers, and leather dealers, and a beautiful Senegal Sunset.
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Senegal (Pink Lake and Goree Island) – Series 1 of 2








December 22, 2008 to December 24, 2008 [Day 24 through Day 26]  480 Photos
***   Pink Lake:  Pictures taken during half day visit to the Pink Lake, located 24 miles of Dakar. The Pink Lake is one of the rarest natural phenomenons of the world, surrounded by dunes and palm trees.  It owes its colors to a microscopic alga, which oxidizes the iron contained in salted water. The extraordinary color of the water of this lake is due to rock salt with which they are charged.  Everything floats / is extremely buoyant in Pink Lake due to the high salinity levels.  Yes, that is me floating / swimming in the Pink Lake.
***   Sand Dunes, Baobab Forest, and Beach Tour:  Pictures of the visit to the sand dunes around the lake and its beautiful beaches, baobab forest, traditional villages, and plenty of locals make a living gathering and selling the lake's abundant salt.

***   Ferry Ride To Goree Island:  Pictures from Dakar (Goree Ferry Terminal) to the Goree Island.

***   Goree Island:  Pictures from the tour of the Slavery House, The Museum, The Goree Island Colonial Houses, the “Chevalier de Boufflers” restaurant.  Note:  The island is classified by UNESCO as a World Heritage site. The island is one of the principal bastions of the draft of the slaves in the 17th Century. The House of the Slaves, built by the Dutchmen, goes back to 1776.  
***   Ferry Ride From Goree Island:  Pictures from the ferry ride from Goree Island back to Dakar.
***   Airplane:  Pictures from Senegal - Dakar to USA – New York City.
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